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ANNUAL REVIEW OF GLOBAL PEACE OPERATIONS

The 2011 World Development Report: Conflict, Security, and Development

The World Bank’s 2011 World Development Report links the issues of state
fragility and conflict and calls for a new
approach to these challenges to break repeated cycles of violence.
In the twenty-first century, the predominant forms of conflict have changed,
with fewer wars between or within states.
New threats from trafficking, terrorism,
and violent crime exacerbate state fragility, while local and international
stresses, including high levels of youth
unemployment, government corruption,
and foreign security interference, create
the risk of violence on multiple levels.
According to the World Development
Report, combating these threats requires
greater investment in citizen security,
justice, and jobs through the creation of
more resilient and legitimate institutions.
However, institutional transformation requires increased confidence and commitment to the process so that potential
spoilers can be turned into invested
stakeholders in “inclusive-enough” coalitions. The process also occurs slowly,
taking at least a generation for significant
change.

The report calls for faster, more flexible international assistance targeted
toward increasing the capacity of national
institutions. International actors must demonstrate a long-term commitment to institution building and strengthen regional
and international collaboration. The report also identifies a number of targeted
steps to support sustainable peace, including basic job-creation plans, processes for
addressing both national and regional
threats concurrently, and quick-impact
confidence-building measures.
The World Development Report identifies an important role for peacekeepers
in helping to establish an enabling environment required for long-term security
and justice reform. Peace operations are
also often tasked with directly assisting in
rebuilding security and justice institutions.
While these efforts necessarily extend well
beyond the mandate of a peacekeeping operation, peacekeepers can play a critical
role in strengthening parties’ confidence in
and commitment to the political process,
as well as in supporting, in the short term,
the efforts of other actors to foster good
governance and strengthen institutions.

the violence. The increased tensions have
complicated the role of the newly established
UNMISS, which is already facing the monumental task of establishing state authority and
managing myriad internal conflicts among tribal
groups, the Sudan People’s Liberation Army
(SPLA), and breakaway factions. Meanwhile, in
Darfur, the political process has failed to gain
traction, and UNAMID has struggled with stabilizing the region and protecting civilians.
Millions of voters queued, some for days,
to vote in the Democratic Republic of Congo’s
general elections in November 2011. In the leadup to the vote, significant logistical delays and
sporadic incidents of violence raised concern
that the election could plunge the country into
renewed conflict. A shortage of helicopters lim-

In the report, Ramtane Lamamra, the
African Union’s Commissioner for Peace
and Security, and Alain Le Roy, then–UN
Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, call for creative solutions
to today’s peacekeeping challenges, including combining long-term security
sector assistance programs with lighter
monitoring missions and over-the-horizon
forces to increase flexibility and enable
longer engagements. The expected drawdown of a number of peacekeeping missions, including in Liberia and TimorLeste, has renewed interest in options for
rapidly deployable over-the-horizon forces
as an added security guarantee during the
particularly vulnerable period of mission
transition.
With nearly 1.5 billion people affected by conflict globally, the World Development Report predicts increased risks
of violence in the future due to climate
change and competition over scarce natural resources. The report seeks to catalyze an improved international architecture for responding to these threats in
fragile states.

ited MONUSCO’s ability to protect civilians
and support election preparations. National and
international observers criticized the November
elections for lacking credibility in the face of
significant irregularities. The political opposition
rejected official election results, which showed
a victory for incumbent president Joseph Kabila, and the main rival candidate declared himself president. The heated rhetoric on both sides
and heightened political tension run the risk of
inciting large-scale violent protests and clashes,
further exacerbating this political crisis.
In Haiti, MINUSTAH continues to provide
critical political, security, judicial, and logistical
support following the January 2010 earthquake.
Following contested first-round presidential
elections that triggered protests and violence,

