Despite a decrease in military violations
and increased civilian contact between
the north and south of Cyprus in 2012,
peace negotiations failed to produce a
settlement on political and territorial
questions. The UN has two presences in
Cyprus, the UN Peacekeeping Force in
Cyprus (UNFICYP), which has been
on the ground since 1964, and the UN
Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on
Cyprus, who since September 2008 has
facilitated negotiations between the Turk-
ish Cypriot and Greek Cypriot leaders
and liaised with other stakeholders, in-
cluding Greece, Turkey, and the Euro-
pean Union.

An internationally administered buf-
fer zone stretches across the island of
Cyprus, dividing it into a predominantly
ethnically Greek south and an ethnically
Turkish north. The Republic of Cyprus
controls the south, while only Turkey rec-
ognizes the autonomous north. UNFICYP
observes and patrols the buffer zone,
monitoring maintenance of the military
status quo, and keeps up essential ser-
vices for Cypriots.

The buffer zone has been largely
peaceful, with a downward trend in mil-
itary violations continuing through 2012.
The majority of incidents are civilian ac-
tivities such as unauthorized farming
and hunting, but long-standing unautho-
rized military positions persist on both
sides. UN mine-clearance activities are
currently suspended, as both sides con-
tinue to withhold access to the four re-
maining mined areas in the buffer zone.

The mission maintains crossing
points along the buffer zone and supports
education, infrastructure, and other ser -
vices in the area. UNFICYP controls per-
mits for civilian activities in the zone, in-
cluding construction, farming, and other
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commercial ventures. The number of proj-
ects proposed by members of both com-
munities and approved by UNFICYP con-
tinued to rise in 2012. Trade between
north and south also rose significantly in
2012. The crossings generally function
well, but there are some restrictions on
movement by both sides and no progress
has been made on choosing new crossing
points.

UNFICYP helps divided families
maintain contact across the island, facili-
tates religious and commemorative events
either held in or that require crossing the

buffer zone, addresses legal and humani-
tarian issues affecting minority mem-
bers, and liaises with authorities to pro-
vide proper welfare services, medical
care, and education. UNFICYP civilian
police cooperate with both Cypriot and
Turkish police forces on intercommunal
matters, assist in investigations, and es-
cort civilians and humanitarian supplies
through the buffer zone. The mission’s
Joint Communications Room facilitates
exchange of information and coopera-
tion between the two sides on criminal
matters.
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The mission also supports the Com-
mittee on Missing Persons, a bicommunal
body that exhumes, identifies, and re-
turns the remains of missing persons to
their families. The committee’s access to
military areas in the north, however,
continues to be circumscribed by Turk-
ish authorities.

Negotiations to achieve a compre-
hensive settlement in Cyprus facilitated
by the Secretary-General’s Special Ad-
viser on Cyprus, Alexander Downer, have
focused on core issues such as how to
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design a powersharing model for a
united federal Cyprus and how to manage
property and territorial issues related to
unification. Talks, however, have reached
an impasse and the two leaders have not
met face to face since the end of March
2012. In April, Downer stated that no
further trilateral meetings were sched-
uled, while the Secretary-General can-
celed plans to hold an international con-
ference on unification. In May, Cypriot
president Demitris Christofias announced
he would not seek reelection to the

presidency in 2013, citing lack of prog-
ress in unification negotiations as a key
factor in his decision. Turkey objected to
negotiations with Cyprus while it held
the EU presidency from July 2012
through the end of the year.

The most recent renewal of
UNFICYP’s mandate was delayed due to
disagreement over a British request to re-
view the mandate in 2013. As a compro-
mise, the text was amended to include a
review “at the appropriate time.” Such a
measure may result in personnel cutbacks.






